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STRICTURES, 


^c. 


YN  examining  this  pamphlet  it  is  ncccfTary  to 
dealers  in  horfes— 


follow  the  advice  which  Horace  gave  to  the 


When  Ikilful  jockeys  would  a  courfer  buy, 
They  ftrip  him  naked  to  the  fearching  eye. 

Mr.  Burke's  ideas  are  fo  obfcured  by  the  fan- 
taftical  dreffes  in  which  they  appear,  that  it  is  no 
cafy  matter  to  difcover  their  true  (hape  and 
figure.  His  obje6t,  however,  is  to  excite  an 
Univerfal  enmity  towards  the  French  Republic, 
and  to  reconcile  the  people  of  this  country  to  a 
prolongation  of  the  war.  The  reafons  he  affigns 
for  this  univerfal  and  everlafting  hatred  are  to  be 
found  in  page  97  of  his  avowed  edition.  I 
mean  the  three  and  fixpenny  pamphlet  fold  by 
Rivington.  In  the  firft  place  Hands  Regicide — 
B  fecondly, 
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fecondly,  Jacobinilm — thirdly,  Atheifm — fourth- 
ly, Corrclpondent  Syftem  of  Manners. 

Two  confiderations  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
mind  of  a  difpaffionate  reader.  FIrft,  Whether 
thefe  charges  are  founded  in  fadl  ;  and  fecondly. 
Whether  they  are  proper  grounds  for  war,  even 
if  they  fhould  be  founded  in  fa6l.  Another 
confideration  will  obtrude  itfelf  upon  us  by  and 
bye,  viz.  Whether  Auftria  and  England  united 
will  be  able  to  extirpate  thefe  evil  principles 
from  the  French  nation,  even  if  the  two  forego- 
ing queftions  fhould  be  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

I  fhall  begin  with  Regicide,  by  which  Mr. 
Burke  means,  not  the  fadl  which  has  been  long 
lince  committed,  and  which  be  knows  cannot 
now  be  remedied,  but  the  principle  by  which 
the  French  juftify  their  hatred  to  monarchy. 

Every  perfon  who  is  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
converfant  vvith  the  hiflory  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans,  muft  know  that  thefe  two  celebrated 
people  held  monarchy  in  as  great  contempt  and 
abhorrence  as  the  French  do  at  this  moment. 
The  Greeks  fiigmatized  kings  under  the  name 
of  tyrants,  and  many  years  after  the  expulfion 
of  Tarquin,  it  was  a  capital  offence  at  Rome 
for  any  perfon  even  to  willi  to  become  a  king. 
jNIanhus  fell  a  facrificc  to  this  inveterate  hatred 

to 
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to  monarchy,  notwithftanding  his  bravery  in  de- 
fending the  capitol  had  laved  the  repubh'c  fronj 
being  annihilated  by  the  Ganls.  When  I  was  a 
boy  at  fchool,  I  was  taught  to  admire  this  inde- 
pendent Ipirit  of  the  Greelis  and  Romans.  Cato, 
Brutus,  and  many  others,  are  celebrated  at  this 
day  for  their  refiftance  to  monarchy  :  but  now 
fuddenly  we  find,  that  what  vvas  a  virtue  in  all 
ages,  and  has  been  fo  confidered  by  a  great  part  of 
mankind  until  Thurfday  the  20th  of  Oclober, 
1796,  is,  by  the  bare  dictum  of  Mr.  Burke, 
converted  into  a  crime  of  fuch  an  enormous  na- 
ture, as  to  call  for  the  extirpation  of  twenty 
millions  of  people.  What  wonderful  powers 
mull  this  man  pofTels,  who  can,  with  fuch  faci^ 
lity  and  rcadinefs,  change  the  nature  and  elicnce 
of  all  the  vices  and  virtups  incident  to  the  human 
race  !  I  always  thought  it  a  great  thing  when 
a  prophet  or  meffenger  from  God  changed  the 
divine  ordinances  which  had  been  promulgated 
by  his  predecefibr  ;  but  I  did  not  refufe  my  af- 
fent  to  the  new  doftrine,  becaufe  I  thought  it 
poflible  God  might  fee  caufe  for  changing  his 
mind  in  fome  few  particular  cafes.  But  when 
an  individual,  who  does  not  pretend  to  divine 
infpiration,  changes  vice  into  virtue,  and  virtue 
into  vice,  according  to  his  own  whim  and  ca- 
price, I  muft  fay  that  I  cannot  avoid  queftioning 
his  authority.  Though  I  am  by  no  means  a  re- 
publican in  fpirit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  am  fully 
perfuaded,  that  for  the  general  intereft  of  man- 
B  2  kind. 
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kind,  a  limited  monarchy  is  better  than  the  hed 
republic  that  can  ever  be  reduced  to  praflice ; 
yet  I  cannot  think  that  regicide,  or  in  other 
words,  an  antipathy  to  kings^  can  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  everlafting  war,  either  in  juftice  or 
policy.  In  juflice  it  certainly  cannot;  and  as  to 
policy,  it  involves  a  great  queftion.  It  is  a  ipe- 
eulative  queftion,  and  which,  however  ingeni- 
.  ouflv  it  may  be  argued  on  both  fides,  will  re- 
quire  many  years  belbre  it  can  be  ultimately  de- 
cided. 

The  next  in  order  is  Jacobinifm,  a  word  which 
would  not  be  intelligible  had  it  not  been  explain- 
ed by  the  author  himfelf.  I  mufl:  oblerve  that 
the  prefent  government  of  France  has  as  great 
an  aveilion  to  jacobinifm  as  Mr.  Burke  can  pofli- 
bly  have.  They  have  even  gone  fo  far  as  to 
abolilh  the  bank,  as  our  author  is  pleafcd,  in  the 
eflervefcence  of  fancy,  to  call  the  late  Jacobin 
club  or  affociation.  But  I  apprehend  the  French 
do  not  ufe  the  word  jacobinifm  in  precifely  the 
fame  fenfe  as  Mr.  Burke  does.  They  mean 
anarchy  and  difobedience  to  the  new  laws.  Mr. 
Burke  defines  it  thus : — '*  Jacobinifm  is  the  re- 
"  volt  of  the  enterprifing  talent  of  a  country 
"  againlt  its  property.  When  private  men 
"  form  themfelves  into  aflbciatims  for  the  pur- 
*'  pole  of  deftroying  pre-cxilling  laws  and  infti- 
**  tutions  of  their  country — when  they  fecurc 
"  to  themfclv'iis  an  army,  by  dividing  amongiit 

«  the 
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f*  the  people  of  no  property,  the  eflates  of  the 
*'  ancient  and  lawful  proprietors  ;  when  a  flate 
"  recognifes  thefe  acts  ;  when  it  does  not  make 
*'  contifcations  for  crimes,  but  makes  crimes  for 
<'  confilcations  ;  when  it  has  its  principal 
"  ftrcnfflh  and  all  its  refources  in  Inch  a  viola- 
**  tion  of  property  ;  when  it  ftands  chiefly  upon 
"  fuch  violations,  maffacreing  by  judgment  or 
"  otherwife  thofe  who  make  any  iiruggle  for 
^'  their  old  legal  government,  or  their  legal 
^'  hereditary  or  acquired  poffeffions  :  I  call  this 
^'  jacobinifm  by  eftabliflunent." 

The  picture  here  exhibited  is  the  hiftory  of 
the  means  whereby  the  revolution  was  accom- 
plifned,  and  the  republic  preferved  from  the 
attacks  of  its  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies.  But 
Mr.  Burke  mull  be  very  weak  indeed,  if  he  fup- 
pofcs  that  the  new  government  of  France  will 
eftablifli  jacobinifm  or  authorife  a  repetition  of 
thefe  meaUires  againft  themfelves.  The  faiSl  is, 
moft  governments  have  been  originally  cfta- 
bllfhed  in  blood  and  violence ;  but  as  loon  as 
the  ufurper  is  in  full  pofleffion  of  power,  and 
has  reduced  all  his  new  fubjecSls  to  obedience, 
he  becomes  the  greatell  advocate  for  regularity 
and  good  order,  and  for  his  own  fake  puts  a 
flop  to  anarchy  and  confufion.  Our  author  here 
confounds  together  two  things  that  ought  to  be 
kept  very  diftindl  from  each  other.  The  means 
>vherehy  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  acquired 
3  their 


(     6     ) 

iheir  authority  were  undoubtedly  fuch  as  Mr. 
Burke  has  delcribed  thera,  but  that  is  no  argu- 
ment or  proof  of  their  meaning  to  continue  in 
the  tame  tra6l :  on  the  contrary,  they  will  a&. 
as  all  other  flates  have  a6ted  before  them.  They 
will  keep  up  armies,  by  dividing  among  the  peo- 
ple of  no  property  (foldiers  in  barracks  for  ex- 
ample) the  taxes  levied  on  the  labour  of  the  in- 
dultrious,  and  on  the  property  of  the  merchants 
and  landholders.  They  will  make  crimes  for 
eonfifcations  ;  fuch  as  twenty  pounds  penalty  for 
wearing  powder  without  a  licence,  tv/enty-live 
pounds  penalty  for  killip.g  a  partridge  without  a 
qualification  and  a  certificate,  and  they  will  put 
to  death  all  thofe  who  fliall  confpire  againft  their 
juil  and  lawful  government ;  for  fuch  they  will 
call  their  ufurpation  after  a  very  few  years  have 
paffcd  over  their  heads.  Time  will  give  them 
the  right  of  prefcription,  as  it  has  done  and  will 
do  to  all  other  governments. 

I  can  fcarcely  forbear  laughing  when  Mr. 
Burke  talks  of  the  revolt  of  talents  againlt  pro- 
perty. Initead  of  revolt  read  affault  of  talents 
againft  property,  and  we  have  a  glorious  ex- 
ample of  it  without  going  far  to  find  it.  But 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  I  think  revolt  reads  bet- 
ter, bccaufe  the  fame  hand  which  makes  the  af- 
fault  was  once  one  of  its  defenders.  If  we  can 
look  over  and  forgive  the  crime  already  com- 
mitted, we  have  nothing  to  dread  from  tlfis  ex- 
ample 
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ample  more  than  other  nations  had  to  fear  from 
the  example  of  1648.  Other  khigs  and  ftates 
did  not  refufe  to  treat  with  Cromwell,  whole 
title  to  the  protectorate  was  not  an  iota  better 
than  the  title  of  Rewbell  and  Carnot  is  to  a  feat 
in  the  Directory  at  Paris.  We  do  not  hear  of 
an}'  fanatic  in  thofe  days  who  preached  up  a  ge- 
neral crufadc  againfi:  England,  and  called  for  an 
extirpation  of  all  the  Englifh,  becaufc  they  had 
put  their  fovereign  to  death,  and  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  fort  of  republic.  There  was  no 
Burke  in  thofe  times,  and  fortunately  for  the 
peace  of  mankind  there  was  not. 

Whether  the  eflablifhment  of  a  repulilic  in 
France  may  ultimately  lead  to  the  efiablilhmcnt 
of  a  republic  in  England,  is  a  very  great  and 
ferious  queftion.  But  granting  that  there  may 
be  fome  danger  which  it  will  be  eafy  for  admi- 
niflration  to  guard  againft,  furely  that  could  be 
no  reafon  for  perpetuating  a  war  with  France ; 
nor  do  I  fee  how  it  can  be  for  the  intereft  of  the 
people  of  England  to  facriiice  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  guard  againft  a  poilibie  danger,  that 
it  is  moft  probable  will  never  happen,  and  if  it 
fliould  happen,  would  not  be  attended  v/ith  fo 
much  evil  as  a  war,  profecuted  uftpie  ad  inter- 
necionem,  muft  be  to  both  nations.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  people  will  be  wife  enough  to  fee 
and  to  purfue  their  own  interctls,  and  not  be  led 
away  by  an  ignis  fatuus,  by  the  apparently  fran- 
tic 
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lie  eijthufiafm  of  a  man  who  perhaps  feels  no- 
thing of  what  he  profelTes,  who  may  be  acting 
his  part,  hke  Mrs.  Siddons  in  a  play,  in  the 
hope  of  another  benefit  in  another  penfion.  It 
fhould  never  be  a  moment  out  of  the  reader's 
recollection,  that  it  is  the  work  of  Mr.  Burke, 
the  penfioner,  not  the  work  of  Mr.  Burke,  the 
cool,  the  calm,  the  difpaffionate  philofopher. 

The  next  cariie  of  perpetual  warfare  is  atheiim 
by  eftabHt'hment.  That  this  is  a  falfc  reprclen- 
tation  I  prove  by  his  own  words  ;  for  Mr.  Burke 
fays,  that  the  government,  wearied  out  by  the 
cries  of  a  people  hungering  and  thirfiing  for  re- 
ligion, permits  the  exercife  of  it  as  a  tolerated 
evil.  Atheifra  makes  no  part  of  their  teft  adt, 
and  confcquently  is  not  by  eftablifhment.  It  is 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  there  exifis  fuch  a 
being  as  an  atheift  ;  and  if  there  are  any,  they 
will  be  found  among  the  clergy  themfelves,  if 
a  man's  opinions  can  be  inferred  from  his  con- 
duSt.  The  clergy  have  themfelves  only  to. blame 
for  all  the  violences  that  have  been  committed 
on  them ;  the  pious  fi-auds,  the  holy  tricks, 
tlie  lanclified  deceptions  which  they  have  played 
off  on  the  credulity  of  mankind,  have  not  only 
brought  them  into  contempt,  but  excited  a  ge- 
neral indignation  againft  them  throughout  all 
Europe.  But  above  all,  their  avarice  is  a  per- 
petual reproach  to  the  whole  order.  Every  re- 
ligion, fays  the  learned  Selden,  is  a  getting  re- 
ligion. 


(    9    ) 

ligion,  and  therefore  a  fufpiclous  religion  of 
■courfe.  I  fpeak  this  of  the  Romifli  clergy,  -which 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  do,  without  giving 
offence  to  the  excellent  clergy  of  this  country,  as 
Mr.  Burke  calls  them.  I  do  not  know  in  what 
particular  this  excellence  is  found  to  exift,  except 
in  their  afliduity  and  diligence  in  the  collc6Vion 
of  tythes.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  peo- 
ple who  had  juft  thrown  off  the  heavy  yoke  of 
clerical  bondage  fhould  carry  their  refentment  a 
little  too  far,  and  in  their  turn  opprefs  their  op- 
pretTors.  Religion  or  fuperftition  is  (o  natural  to 
the  mind  of  man,  that  it  is  impofTiljle  alrnoft  for 
an  individual  of  the  moll  fortified  understanding 
to  live  long  without  it.  The  people  of  France 
will  naturally  fall  back  into  religion  of  fome  fort 
or  other,  and  the  leglflature  will  find  it  their  in- 
tereft  to  encourage  that  form  and  mode  of  belief 
that  is  befl  fuited  to  the  purpofes  of  government. 
There  is  certainly  nothing  to  be  apprehended  by 
England  from  the  religious  principles,  or  from 
the  want  of  religious  principles  among  the  people 
of  France. 

Before  I  quit  this  topic  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  inquire  into  the  religion  of  our  author;  and 
to  get  at  information,  we  mufl  compare  his  con- 
du6l  with  his  profeilion.  He  would  have  us  lic- 
iieve  that  he  is  a  Chrittian  ;  the  follower  of  a  re- 
ligion, that  of  all  others  is  the  moft  ftrenuous 
agairitV  war  and  perfccution.  How  excellent  a 
C  Chriftian 
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Ghrlflian  tins  man  is,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
jiamphlct  now  under  examination.  The  whole 
drii't  of  the  work  is,  to  drive  the  precepts  of  Chrif- 
tianity  out  of  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  re- 
place thera  with  a  mania  for  blood,  maflacre, 
and  devaflation.  Becaufe  the  French  do  not 
think  of  the  motl  eligible  form  of  sovernment, 
like  liimfelf,  they  are  to  be  totally  deftroyed  and 
annihilated.  Is  there  in  the  whole  hiflory  of  ec- 
cleliaitical  tyranny,  a  flrongcr  inftance  of  bi- 
gotry, crnelty,  and  iniquity,  than  is  here  exhi- 
bited by  this  phscnomenon  in  morality  ?  He  has 
given  a  name  for  the  Republic  of  France,  mak- 
ing regicide  and  France  fynonimous  and  conver- 
tible terms.  It  would  be  no  more  than  retalia- 
tion, were  the  French  writers,  if  they  ever  con- 
defccnd  to  mention  his  name,  to  fligmatize 
him  by  the  name'  of  plebicide,  and  let  that  be 
fynonimous  and  conYertible  with  the  Right  Hon. 
Edmund  Burke. 

As  tlie  doiStrine  of  Chriftianity  will  not  bear 
him  out  in  his  thirft  for  flaughter  and  deftriic- 
tion,  he  4ias  i-ecourfe  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  but 
tin  fortunately  for  his  purpofe,  nothing  can  be 
found  therein  that  will  juftify  his  principles.  He 
then  looks  into  the  old  Roman  law,  and  there 
Jic  lands  fomething  about  th.e  right  of  vicinage, 
whereby  one  neighbour  is  rcftrained  from  eredl- 
jng  any  new  work  that  may  injure  another. 
Though  this  was  merely  a  municipal  inflitution, 

and 
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and  eafily  determinable  by  the  prrctor,  whether 
there  was  a  danger  from  the  innovation  or  not, 
yet  Mr.  Bnrke  transfers  this  reafoning  to  the  cafe 
between  England  and  P'rance.  He  argues  thus: 
If  individuals  have  a  right  to  denounce  each 
other,  and  to  call  upon  the  judge  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  innovation  till  the  degree  of  danger 
be  eftimatcd  by  the  neighbours,  one  nation  has  a 
right  to  check  the  opinions  of  another  in  matter 
of  government  and  religion.  Here  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  two  cafes.  The  denouncer 
and  the  denounced  are  not  judges  in  their  own 
cafe ;  but  the  two  nations  have  no  umpire  to  de- 
termine whether  there  be  any  danger  or  not.  I 
pi'efume,  however,  tliat  Mr.  Burke  is  not  only  a 
fclf-erefled  jurilt,  but  a  felf-erp6ted  umpire  be- 
tween two  great  nations.  Such  is  the  unparal- 
leled impudence  of  this  aflaming  plebiclde  l)y 
intention. 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  correfpondent  fyf- 
temof  manners  which,  our  author  fays,  is  of  mure 
importance  than  the  fyflem  of  laws. 

The  firft  thing  that  offends  him  is  their  ex- 
treme patriotilm.  It  feems,  that  fome  of  the 
drunken  fifh-women  outdid  Brutus,  who  con- 
demned his  own  fon  to  death  for  a  confpiracy 
again  ft  the  republic.  Thcle  women  demanded 
the  death  of  their  fons  for  being  roj'aliiis.  It  is 
worthy  of  note,  that  the  whole  drift  of  Burke's 
C  a  pam- 


pamphlet  Is  to  excite  as  fimilar  a  mania  in  favou/ 
of  royalty,  as  thefe  female  drunkards  fhewed 
againft  it.  It  is  from  defpair  that  Burke  experts 
falvation.  Here  we  fee  another  infiancc  of  in- 
confiftcncy :  but  what  ligniiies  the  addition  of 
unity  to  chiliads  .- 

The  next  nioral  caiite  of  everlafl-ing  war  is, 
the  facility  of  obtaining  divorce  by  both  fexes. 
He  cannot  endure  the  idea  of  granting  lb  great 
an  indulgence  to  the  ladies  ;  but  I  leave  this  to 
fiipport  their  own  claim,  and  fhall  inquire,  by 
what  right  a  nation  prefumes  to  dictate  to  ano- 
ther upon  this  fubje6t.  If  a  defence  were  necef- 
lary,  the  French  might  plead  the  law  of  Mofes, 
which,  coming  from  God  hirafelf,  cannot  be  to- 
tally abrogated  and  done  away  :  but  if  it  can  be 
totally  fct  andc ;  and  if  the  words  of  Ghrifr, 
"  Thofe  whom  God  has  joined,  let  no  man  put 
afunder,"  are  to  be  confidcred  as  rendering  di- 
vorce in  all  cafcs  divinely  illegal,  how  comes  it 
tliat  Dodtors'  Commons  exercife  a  power  that  is 
taken  from  them  by  the  gofpel  ?  But  it  will  be 
laid,  that  Doctors'  Commons  only  half  cut  the 
marriage  knot ;  to  which  I  anfwer,  that  the  Lords 
and  Commons  can,  when  they  chufc,  cut  the 
other  half;  and  fo  put  afunder  thofe  whom  God 
had  joined  together.  Thus  do  thofe  two  dif- 
penfing  powers,  dividing  the  fin  of  difobedience' 
between  them,  take  upon  themfclves  to  fet  afide 
thepofitive  injuadUons  of  the  gofpel.   I  appeal  to 
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Common  fenfe,  whether  there  be  moft  eqnu^ 
and  juftice  in  the  Englilli  law,  or  in  the  French  ? 
The  former  allows  divorce,  but  it  muft  be  bougnt 
at  a  dear  rate,  and  confequently  out  of  the  reach 
of  people  of  fmall  fortunes  :  the  latter  allows  di- 
vorce to  all  people  indifcriminatcly,  and  upon 
the  fame  terms  and  conditions  as  were  prefcribed 
by  God  in  his  ordinances  delivered  to  Mofes.  I- 
truft  our  divines,  excellent  as  they  may  be,  wilt 
not  pretend  to  fay,  that  they  are  wifer  than  God, 
or  that  Mofes,  under  the  name  of  God,  put  upon- 
fhe  world  his  own  opinions.  Canilialifm  is  the 
next  cauie  of  oar  author's  difpleafurc.  The 
euftom,  if  it  were  a  cuflom,  is  abominable  be- 
yond toleration  ;  but  it  is  hxipoffible  fach  a  prac- 
tice can  ever  become  general. 

I  have  nov/  colledbed  all  Mr.  Burke's  grounds' 
for  everl'aftin;^  warfare  between  two  great  nations, 
and  1  cannot  help  thinking  it  would  be  an  infulJ: 
to  common  Icnle,  were  I  to  enter  into  any  further 
argument  to-  prove  the  invalidity  of  each,  conii- 
dered  feparatcly,  or  of  the  whole  taken  collec- 
tively. I  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  fine  figures', 
liietaphors,  images,  and  all  the  farrago  of  falfc 
rhetoric,  with  which  this  pamphlet  is  loaded, 
even  to  the  excitement  of  naufea  in  the  grofTeft 
appetites.  In  fome  places  we  fee  regicide  in  the 
form  of  a  Coloflus,  fetting  one  foot  at  Dover  and 
the  other  at  Calais.  Another  time  we  fee  it  in 
the  fhape  of  a  fpeclre,  rifing  out  of  the  tomb  of 
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departed  monarchy,  and  frightening  people  whci 
■walk  in  the  dark.  Another  time  we  find  it  in 
Trophonius's  Cave,  faddening  the  countenances 
of  all  the  arnbafladors  who  go  thither  to  confult 
regicide  in  the  fiiape  of  a  directory.  Another 
time  the  Jacobins  become  fyrens,  and  lull  people 
with  their  fongs ;  and  endanger  their  falvatioii, 
as  they  did  the  lafety  of  Ulyires  and  the  fhips 
company  on  his  return  from  Troy.  A  thoufand 
other  fancies  ferve  to  fill  up  the  book,  and  put 
another  fixpence  or  a  fhilling  in  the  author's 
pocket,  which  has  tbmething  clerical  in  its  tex- 
ture, and  is  always  craving.  I  have  read  the 
work  twice  over,  once  v.nth  the  intention  of  find- 
ing ibmething  to  laugh  at,  and  once  with  an  in- 
tention of  finding  fomething  for  grave  and  feri- 
OU3  contideration.  Of  the  former,  the  crop  was 
abundant,  even  to  luperfiuity :  of  the  latter,  there 
was  a  great  frarcity.  I  think,  as  the  gentleman 
advances  in  age,  the  proportion  of  fcurrihty  in- 
creafes.  He  is  rather  move  abufivc  oa  regicide, 
than  he  was  formerly  on  Indian  peculation.  I 
remember  fome  years  back ,  I  was  highly  delighted 
■tx  itli  his  divcrfification  of  reproach  ;  and  it  was 
by  the  extreme  fiicility  with  which  his  fpeeches 
turned  intoVerfe,  and  the  additional  hifire  which 
poetry  gave  to  extravagance,  that  I  was  induced 
from  time  to  time  to  verlify  his  tinefi  and  moft 
fiiblimc  orations.  1  can,  however,  allure  the 
public,  that  I  neverdcrivcdinanvw.lv,  diredlly 
or  indirectly,  mediately  or  immediately,  the  Imal- 
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left  advantage  from  any  thing  I  ever  wrote,  fines 
I  have  been  able  to  hold  the  pen.  I  never  called 
the  bookfeller  to  account  for  the  profits  obtained 
by  the  illuftration  of  Mr.  Burke's  fpeeches,  as  he 
has  afled  by  Mr.  Owen,  with  refpecttothc  pro- 
fits obtained  by  the  cutting  up  of  a  ducal  charac- 
ter. I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  his  Grace 
might  obtain  one-third  of  the  profits,  if  it  were 
not  beneath  his  rank  and  charadlcr  to  make  his 
claim  in  a  court  of  jufrice.  As  well  might  the 
clothier  refufe  to  pay  the  merchant  for  the  wool, 
of  which  the  cloth  is  made,  as  Mr.  Owen  might 
refufe  to  account  for  a  fhare  of  his  profits  to  his 
Grace,  who  furniihdd  materials  for  the  pam- 
phlet in  difpute. 

To  return,  however,  to  tlie  fubjecft  of  Mr. 
Burke's  pamphlet,  it  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that 
though  our  author  would  have  the  people  go  on 
everlaflingly  with  the  war  againft  France,  he 
firankly  acknowledges  there  is  no  profpc^t  of 
fuccefs,  except  what  may  arife  from  the  chapter 
of  accidents,  and  from  aparoxyfm  of  defpair.  He 
bids  the  people  defpair  of  fuccefs  in  order  to  en- 
courage them  to  make  the  attempt.  Can  any 
man  contemplate  this  abfurdity  without  connedt- 
ing  with  it  the  fate  of  Brothers,  arid  a  firaight 
waiflcoat  ? 

In  his  zeal  for  the  defence  of  kings,  he  fells 
usj  that  they  publifhed  glorious  and  virtuous  ma- 
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BJfeftoes,  which  coft  them  nothing  but  a  few 
fheets  of  paptn- ;  that  the}'  proraifcd  to  act  ho- 
nourahly  and  diflntereftcdly;  but  as  foon  as  an 
opportunity  prcfented  itfelf,  they  fell  to  plunder- 
ing, and  thought  of  nothing  but  difmcmbering 
France,  and  aggrandizing  themfelves  by  extent 
of  territory.  Sunpoling  this  to  be  a  truth,  which, 
for  the  honour  of  kings,  I  hope  was  done  unin- 
tentionally, if  it  were  done  at  all,  they  appear  in 
as  fair  a  light  to  the  public  eye,  as  a  thief  does 
in  that  of  a  fhopkeeper,  whole  houfe  being  on 
iire.  Ices  the  very  man  who  came  to  extinguiih 
the  flames,  walking  off  with  a  bundle  of  lace  or 
jnufiin.  The  Lord,  in  his  dialogue  with  Samuel, 
as  cjuoted  by  I^1l■.  Paine,  has  not  been  fo  fevcre 
on  crowned  heads,  as  Mr.  Burke,  their  able  ad- 
vocate and  penlioned  defender,  has  been  in  this 
expolure  of  their  views  and  aclions.  What  an 
inconteftable  argumenthehas  put  into  the  mouths 
of  the  Jacobins,  and  all  the  enemies  of  kingly 
government ! 

But  kings  are  not  the  only  fufFerers  by  his  in^ 
temperate  fallies,  and  his  unguarded  afTertions. 
The  account  he  gives  of  the  duplicity  of  the  ma- 
jority in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  furnifhes  an 
argument  to  the  advocates  for  reform,  that  can 
never  be  anfweredbut  by  imputing  calumny  and 
falfehood  to  their  own  defender.  I  apprehend 
this  pamphlet  muft  have  been  publiflied  without 
an  imprimatur  from  the  Treafury  Board,  othcr- 
2.  ^vii*e 


(    17    ) 

wife  the  meaneft  clerk  in  office  would  have  feen 
the  danger  and  impropriety  of  lach  admiffions. 

I  had  almofl  forgot  the  compliments  paid  to 
the  minifters,  who  it  feems  are  willing  to  go  on 
Willi  tlie  war  as  long  as  the  Parliament  and  the 
people  will  let  them ;  hut  fooner  than  lofe  their 
places  and  emoluments,  they  will  confent  to  let 
the  people  have  a  peace.  I  dare  fay  they  would 
be  very  willing  to  have  the  difpofal  of  50  mil- 
lions this  year,  75  next,  112  next  after,  and  To 
on,  till  there  will  not  be  a  fhllling  to  be  found 
in  Europe.  Surely  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  fee  this  pa- 
ragraph before  it  went  to  prefs.  But  who  can 
read  INIr.  Burke's  lamentation  on  this  fuhjecl, 
without  joining  with  him  in  condolence,  for  it 
certainly  will  be  a  moft  diftreffing  thing  to  the 
minificrs  to  have  their  patronage  circumfcribcd  ? 
Still,  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  their  emo- 
luments will  be  fuiiicient  to  keep  up  their  accuf- 
tomed  conviviality,  but  if  they  Ihould  not,  a 
iliort  bill  might  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  for 
their  better  accommodation. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  not  much  better  treated,  where 
Mr.  Burke  tells  the  public,  that  the  minillermadc 
war  in  a  frolic,  and  flirted  with  Bellona  by  way 
of  experiment.  I  fhould  rather  believe,  that  the 
ininifter's  private  motive,  if  he  had  any,  was  the 
ambition  of  rivalling  the  reputation  of  his  father ; 
which  he  has  done  moft  efFedually ;  that  is,  he 
D  has 
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has  fliewn  himfelf  as  great  in  finking  a  nation, 
as  his  father  was  in  raiting  it.  'They  are  con- 
trary quahties  and  eftedts,  but  both  equally 
pre-eminent  in  their  way. 

I  have  fhewn  the  obligations  which  kings, 
minifters,  and  parliaments  lie  under  to  this  wild 
and  eccentric  writer ;  and  I  will  now  point  out 
his  benevolence  to  himllilf.  He  traces  the  revolu- 
tion in  France  to  its  various  caufes  and  fources. 
Among  the  reft  he  difcovers  one  in  the  American 
war,  and  tells  us,  that  Louis  the  Sixteenth 
owed  his  ruin  to  his  prudence.  This  monarch 
aimed  at  eltablifliing  one  republic,  but,  to  his 
forrow,  laid  the  foundation  of  two. 

Is  it  poffible  Mr.  Burke  could  look  on  the 
American  war  as  one  of  the  leading  caufes  of 
the  French  Revolution,  without  laying  to  him- 
felf— Et  quorum  pars  magna  fui  ?  There  was  a 
time  when  this  man  was  as  zealous  an  advocate 
for  liberty,  as  he  is  now  for  arlftocracy.  There 
was  a  time  when  he  gloried  in  exciting  the  Ame- 
ricans to  refiflancc.  Now  he  tells  us  that  this 
very  meafure,  which  he  laboured  fo  afliduoufly 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  to  bring  about,  was  one  of 
the  caufes  which  produced  this  great  revolution 
in  France,  and  which  is  likely  to  affect  all  Eu- 
rope. One  would  think  the  refledtion  would 
fill  him  with  fhame  and  remorfe,  and  that  with 
tears  in  his  eyes  he  would  proftrate  himfelf  be- 
fore 
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fore  injured  and  Infulted  majefty,  and  fay,  Suf- 
gam,  et  ibo  ad  regem  meum,  et  dicam  ei,  Pater  !  pec- 
cavi  in  coslum  et  coram  ie,  et  jam  non  Jum  digmis 
^enfione  med. — "  I  will  arife,  and  go  to  my  fa- 
"  Iher,  and  will  fay  unto  him,  Father,  I  havd 
*'  finned  againft  Heaven,  and  before  thee,  and 
"  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon." — ■ 
But  mark — how  does  he  adt  ?  Inftead  of  ac- 
knowledging his  demerits,  he  writes  a  book 
to  prove  that  his  merits  are  like  infinite 
Ipace,  beyond  the  powder  of  comprehenfion  \ 
and  like  the  fin  againll:  the  Holy  Ghofl:, 
beyond  the  power  of  redemption.  Can  any 
thing  in  hiftory,  ancient  or  modern,  equal  the 
abfurdity  of  this  man  ?  I  know  of  nothing  that 
can  excite  equal  wonder  in  a  reflecting  mind, 
except  the  goodnefs  of  Chriflian  majefiy  in  re- 
turning fo  much  ;^ood  for  fo  much  evil.  Who 
can  read  Pope's  account  of  Scoto's  opinions 
without  thinking  of  Mr.  Burke — 

Atk  man's  opinions— Scoto  now  fhall  tell, 
How  trade  increafes,  and  the  world  goes  well  j 
Strike  off  his  penfion  by  the  fetting  fun, 
And  England,  if  not  Europe,  is  undone. 

Another  inconfifiency  prefents  itfelf  in  this  ex- 
traordinary performance,  and  that  is,  the  un- 
qualified praife  which  he  bellows  on  the  minifierj 
to  be  fure,  like  a  cow  that  gives  a  fine  mefs  of 
milk,  and  then  kicks  it  down,  he  puts  his  dirty 
foot  into  it,  by  proving  to  a  demonftration  what 
no  man  ever  queftioned,  namely,  that  the  con- 
D  2  dua 
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dui5l  of  the  war  has  been  a  feries  of  blunders 
from  beginning  to  the  end,  I  fhould  fay  to  the 
prefent  time,  for  God  only  knows  when  it  will  end. 

Another  of  his  inconfiftencies,  and  which 
fhould  have  been  ftated  two  or  three  pages  be- 
fore, is,  his  defcription  of  the  fafcinating  powers 
of  jacobinifin.  I  wonder  he  forgot  to  compare 
it  to  the  rattlefnakc,  which  is  faid  to  draw  every 
bird  that  catches  its  eye  into  its  own  vortex. 
According  to  our  author,  no  perfon  can  enter 
France  without  being  a  convert  and  a  difciple  ; 
nay,  an  ambaflador  that  goes  only  to  alk  a 
queftion  from  the  Jacobin  Dircclory,  becomes 
inflantly  a  confpirator  and  an  aflaffin.  He  tells 
us  alio  that  jacobinifm  is  fprcad  over  all  nations, 
and  is  fd  palatable  to  the  tafte,  that  every  body 
is  dehghted  with  it.  This  dc'criptic^n  he  ufes 
as  an  argument  to  perfuade  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  go  on  with  the  war  until  they  have  killed 
all  the  Jacobins,  or  have  loft  their  own  lives  in 
the  attempt.  But  it  feems  it  will  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  deftroy  all  the  French,  but  almoft  all 
other  nations. 

Among  other  abfurdities,  to  which  there  is  no 
end,  we  may  clafs  his  opinion,  that  nations  may 
flourifh  for  ever,  notwithftanding  experience 
has  fhewn  the  contrary  ;  to  be  lure,  it  does 
not  follow  as  a  certain  conclution,  that  every 
future  or  prefent  nation  muft  fome  time  or  other 
lofe    its  greatnefsj    becaufe   hiftory  affords   no 
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inftance  of  any  nation's  continuing  its  fuperiority 
for  many  centuries  together  ;  yet  the  decay  is  fo 
Itrongly  prefumptive,  that  dogmatifm  of  the  moft 
audacious  kind  would  hardly  venture  to  aflert 
the  poflibihty  of  eternal  duration.  Our  author, 
however,  is  equal  to  this  alfo^  as  he  is  to  every 
thing  elfe,  however  abfurd  aiid  whimfical. 

The  advice  which  Mr.  Burke  gives  prefent 
and  future  minltlers,  to  difregard  the  voice  of 
the  people,  is  of  a  nature  too  atrocious  to  be 
treated  with  the  fame  levity  with  which  I  have, 
treated  many  of  his  whimfical  aflertions.  It  is 
one  of  thofe  things  that  call  aloud  for  popular 
indignation  and  refentment  againfi;  him.  Every 
perfon  who  has  a  flake  in  the  community,  has  a 
right  to  cry  out  when  his  property  is  in  danger. 
Mr.  Burke  feems  to  forget  that  the  people  do  not 
belong  to  a  miniftry  as  a  flock  of  geefe  do  to  a 
farmer's  wife  upon  a  common,  whofc  feathers 
fhe  may  pick  off  at  pleafure,  and  then  turn 
the  poor  ^creatures  out  to  ftarve  with  cold  till 
another  crop  grows  up.  The  minifter  belongs 
to  the  nation,  that  is,  to  the  people,  and 
not  the  people  to  him.  It  is  not,  however, 
at  all  furprizing  that  a  minifter  who  can  afk 
and  have  jufl  what  money  he  pleafes  from, 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  fhould  be  led  into  a 
miftake,  namely,  that  the  people  are  his  bees, 
and  that  he  is  to  come  when  he  likes  and  take 
away  the  honey  which  their  iaduftry  has  col- 
lefted. 


(      2a      ) 

It  is  curious  to  hear  this  man  fay,  in  p3g5 
137,  that  fahehood  and  delufion  are  allowable 
in  no  cafe  whatever,  when  his  own  confcience 
muft  tell  hitn,  that  his  whole  political  life  has 
been  a  feries  of  dclufions  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  What  is  rhetoric  and  all  its  figures  but  a 
delufion  ?  He  talks  alfo  of  an  economy  of 
truth.  This  appears  to  have  been  his  diflinguifh- 
ing"public  virtue  ;  he  has  been  a  great  economill 
indeed. 

His  hatred  to  philofophy  and  mathematics  is 
110  more  than  may  be  jufily  cxpe6led  from  a  man 
of  enthufiafm  and  erratic  imagination.  He  can- 
not be  more  hofiile  to  them  than  they  are  to 
him.  He  is  juftified  in  his  hatred  from  the 
great  injury  they  do  him  upon  every  occafion. 
They  are  natural  enemies,  and  mull  for  ever  be 
in  oppofition.  Philofophy  fees  through  all  his 
artifice  and  fineffe,  whilit  calculation  gives  aflat 
contradidtion  to  every  thing  that  he  advances. 
Such,  for  example,  is  his  affertion  refpedting 
the  public  wealth  of  this  kingdom.  Full  even 
to  a  plethora,  fays  this  profaic  poet,  or  poetic 
profe-writer,  we  are  even  encumbered  by  our 
wealth,  and  the  very  reafon  of  our  being  unable 
to  flir,  is  the  weight  of  riches  that  impedes  our 
motion.  What  a  flowery,  falfe,  delufive  repre- 
fcntation  is  this  !  Every  man's  feelings  muft 
contradict  this  impudent  afTertion.  If  the  gen- 
tleman, inftead  of  wealth,  had  faid  debt,  there 
4  would 
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would  have  been  much  truth  in  his  argument. 
If  the  pubhc  be  lb  overburdened  with  wealth, 
how  many  channels  may  be  opened  for  drawing 
off  the  fuperfluity  ?  The  civil  lift  may  be  paid 
tip  all  their  arrears ;  the  exchequer  bills  might 
be  paid  off:  a  variety  of  ways  are  open  to  cafe 
this  nation  of  its  plethora,  and  to  prevent  the 
danger  of  its  going  off  luddenly  in  an  apoplexy. 

To  explain  this  idea  of  Mr.  Burke's  more 
fully  to  vulgar  comprehenfion,  I  mufl  obferve, 
that  what  Mr.  Burke  calls  the  wealth  of  the  pub- 
lic, is,  in  fa6l,  the  debts  of  the  public.  I  mean, 
that  this  prclent  miniller,  and  others,  his  prede- 
ceffors,  have  fold  the  labours  of  the  whole  mats 
of  people  to  certain  contraftors  and  loanifls. 
The  loanifts  have  Ibid  certain  portions  of  it  to 
monied  men,  who  are  thereby  become  the  pro- 
prietors of  labour  and  induftry.  Thefe  fales 
amount  to  not  lefs  than  14  millions  a  year.  Now 
it  is  true,  that  if  we  confider  the  public  as  one 
family,  we  are  juftas  rich  now  as  when  the  fund- 
ing fyftem  begun,  except  what  may  be  due  to 
foreigners,  the  amount  of  which  I  cannot  efti- 
mate.  The  embarraffment  which  miniflers  la- 
bour vnider,  is  the  difficulty  of  preferving  their 
faith  with  the  flockholders,  and  to  I'aife  money 
at  the  fame  time  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war. 
They  want  twenty  millions  by  way  of  taxes  to 
pay  the  intcreil  and  other  ordinary  expences ; 
and  they  want  alio  forty  or  fifty  millions  more 

for 
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for  the  cxtraordinaries.     I  mean  the  expences  of 
the  vvar^  fiibfidieSj  &c.  &c.  Sic.  &c. 

Now,  fays  Mr.  Pitt,  (for  I  mufl:  here  drop 
Mr.  Burke,  who  is  too  vague,  too  difFufe,  too 
extravagant,  to  deferve  ferious  refutation)  it  is 
very  true  that  money,  meaning  gold  and  lilvei», 
is  very  fcarce  ;  but  this  fcarcity  is  the  effecft, 
pot  of  poverty,  but  of  riches. 

t  could  not  read  this  in  the  Morning  Pod  of 
06lober  the  29th,  without  calling  to  mind  the 
obfervation  of  a  Scot's  gentleman,  during  his 
travels  through  South  Wales.  The  weather 
happened  to  be  wet  and  ftormy,  and  he  very 
gravely  faid,  "  It  always  rains  in  Wales." — 
"  Not  always,"  replied  a  gentleman  of  the 
county.  — "  Yes,  it  docs,"  fays  the  other, 
•'  thoujih  the  natives  do  not  know  it." — In  like 
manner,  the  fcarcity  of  money  in  this  country 
is  owing  to  its  abundance,  though  the  people 
do  uot  know  or  feel  it.  I  know  not  how  other 
people  may  feel  this  miniflerial  paradox,  but  to 
me  it  fcems  an  intuit  to  common  fenfe  and  un- 
derftanding.  Now  I  take  the  caufes  of  the 
prefent  fcarcity  of  gold  and  filver  to  be  as  fol- 
lows :  Firft,  The  quantity  of  circulating  fpecie 
has  never  been  eftimatcd  at  much  above  26 
millions.  Our  minifter  fliould  tell  us,  out  of 
thefe  16  millions,  how  many  he  has  fent  in 
fpecie  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  to  the  Emperor, 

to 
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fo  the  King  of  Pruffia,  to  St.  Domhigo,  to  the 
navy  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  fhort,  to  all, 
places  where  our  troops  and  fleets  are  ftationed  ; 
and  to  all  kings,  princes,  and  potentates,^  whom, 
from  time  to  time,  we  have  fubfidized  and  mad§ 
our  debtors.  It  is  in  evidence  that  the  minifter 
has  obtained  by  way  of  loan — -tirft  year,  7  mil- 
lions ;  fecond,  11  ditto;  third,  22|  ditto; 
fourth,  25I  ditto  ;  befides  the  funding  of  about 
22  millions  of  navy  debt.  In  this  calculation  I 
do  not  defcend  to  fra(!^ions  ;  but  I  fhall  not  be 
much  out  if  I  fay,  that  he  has  received  in  fpecie, 
or  in  paper  payable  at  the  bank,  88  millions 
lince  the  commencement  of  this  war.  Now  if 
only  one  quarter  part  of  this  fum  were  exported 
for  foreign  fervice,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all 
the  circulating  cafh  of  this  kingdom.  I  certainly 
grope  in  the  dark  when  I  rate  the  amount  of 
exported  fpecie  ;  I  have  not  the  means  of  corredl 
information  :  but  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppole, 
that  when  fo  much  aflual  fervice,  and  {o  much 
lubfidiary  fervice,  has  been  performed  abroad, 
that  large  fums  mull  have  been  exported.  Mr. 
Pitt  allows  that  much  has  been  exported  ;  and  I 
fhould  feel  myfelf  highly  gratified  by  a  fpecifica- 
tion  of  quantity,  time,  place,  and  fervice:  that, 
however,  I  defpair  of  ever  knowing.  Thefe 
are  arcana  for  men  in  office.  Some  part  of  the 
fums  expended  abroad  may  have  been  paid  by 
bills  ;  but  to  no  great  amount,  it  being  impofli- 
ble  to  draw  bills  for  more  than  the  balance  be- 
E  twcen 
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tween  the  amount  of  goods  exported  and  goods 
imported.  In  addition  to  this  caufe  of  fcarcity, 
I  may  ftate  another  ;  which  is,  the  recent  exam- 
ple of  a  paper  currency  in  France,  and  the 
alarm  created  by  the  fears  uf  invalion,  which 
could  not  fail  of  fhaking  paper  credit,  and  ren- 
dering gold  and  tilver  an  object  of  concealment. 
This  alone  would  draw  out  of  circulation  half 
the  fpecie  it  ever  contained  in  the  moment  of 
its  higheft  profperity  and  greateft  fecurity.  I 
think  the  two  caufcs  I  have  flated  are  fufficient 
to  account  for  the  want  of  circulating  cafh  ;  but 
I  could  flate  others  if  thefe  were  infufiicient. 
To  remedy  this  evil,  Mr.  Pitt  has  refolved  on 
funding  the  navy  debt  to  the  amount  of  ten  mil- 
]ions ;  but  how  this  can  add  to  the  circulating 
H^cdium  one  lingle  guinea,  is  more  than  I  can 
poflibly  imagine. 

The  {a£i  is  this  :  people,  when  the  flocks  are 
very  low,  do  not  like  navy  bills,  for  they  argue 
thus  :  A  navy  bill  of  lool.  (I  fuppofe  in  this  cafe 
no  difcount)  will,  in  fifteen  months,  amount  to 
T05/.  K  this  100/.  were  in  money,  I  could  buy 
with  it  (3  per  cent,  ftocks  being  at  60)  almolt 
170/.  the  interefl  of  which  will  be  5/.  per  ann. 
and  if  there  fliould  be  a  rife  of  lo  per  cent.,  or, 
perhap?,  20,  on  the  making  of  a  peace,  the  170/. 
riock  may  be  worth  136/.  fo  that  there  would  be 
a  clear  gain  of  36  per  cent.  As  this  cafe  is  un- 
certain, the  buyer  and  feller  of  a  navy  bill  di- 
vide 
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vide  the  chance  between  them,  and  tliereforc 
the  buyer  is  allowed  15/.  to  a  certainty,  in  order 
to  induce  him  to  give  up  the  chance  of  30/.  or 
40/.  profit.  If  the  mlniftcr  had  a6ted  like  a  ju- 
dicious fleward  for  the  public,  it  would  have 
been  much  better  to  have  increafed  the  loan  in 
April  laft,  and  inflcad  of  borrowing  7I  to  have 
borrowed  17.  It  may  be  faid,  why  borrow  more 
than  you  want  ?  I  anfwer,  he  muft  have  known 
at  that  time  that  there  would  be  an  enormous 
navy  debt,  as  the  bills  for  victualling,  &c.  were 
not  to  be  paid  from  the  loan  then  made,  but 
from  a  new  one  to  be  made  under  another 
name. 

The  minifter  does  not  like  calling  the  funding 
of  the  navy  debt  by  the  odious  title  of  a  loan ; 
he  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  boy  who  having  fome- 
thing  to  hide,  put  it  behind  his  back,  but  forgot 
to  fhift  it  when  he  paffed  the  company  from 
whom  it  was  intended  to  be  concealed.  Where, 
let  me  afk,  is  the  difference,  if  I  owe  a  fhoe- 
maker  10/.  for  fhoes,  and,  inftead  of  paying 
him  cafh,  I  give  him  my  note  for  the  faid  fum 
with  intereft,  or  if  I  borrow  10/.  of  my  taylor 
upon  the  fame  terms  to  difcharge  the  debt  I  owe 
to  the  fhoemaker.  What  difference  will  there  be 
when  the  10  millions  are  funded  in  the  3  per 
cent,  confols,  between  the  faid  10  millions  fo^ 
funded  and  the  7I  millions  funded  laft  April. 
It  has  all  the  effedt  of  a  loan,  and  if  the  minif- 
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ter  cannot  cofnpromife  the  debt  with  the  blll- 
holdcrs,  he  mult  borrow  money  of  other  people 
to  latibfy  their  demands.  The  whole  amount  of 
this  fincffe  is  as  follows  :  people  in  reckoning  the 
expencc  of  the  year  recollect  the  loan  and  forget 
the  navy  debt.  More  than  this  I  cannot  difcover. 
If  there  be  more,  the  miniller,  or  at  Icafi:  his 
reporters,  have  not  explained  it.  The  minifter 
fays  there  is  an  abfolute  necefllty  for  taking  this 
load  of  navy  debts  out  of  circulation.  This  ne- 
ceflity  is  not  explained  in  any  report  that  I  have 
feen ;  nor  can  I  imagine  more  than  one  advan- 
tage that  can  be  derived  from  it,  and  that  one 
I  will  not  mention ;  nobody  can  be  fo  weak  as 
to  fuppofe  that  it  can  add  one  guinea  to  the 
fpecie  now  in  this  kingdom  :  for  the  operation 
is  this,  a  bill-holder  gives  up  a  bill  of  looo/. 
and  in  return,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  bank 
writes  into  his  name  172c/.  Itock,  or  thereabouts, 
if  in  the  confols.  Suppofe,  for  example,  the 
minifler  had  reckoned  in  this  way ;  we  find  our- 
felves  indebted  on  the  navy's  account  10  millions, 
but  the  bills  are  not  yet  due,  and  the  earlieU  of 
them  have  fix  months  to  run.  But  as  there  is 
a  very  heavy  difcount  on  thofe  bills,  owing  tO 
the  extreme  dcpreflion  of  the  ftocks,  and  the 
hope  of  an  early  peace,  we  find  that  for  every 
85/.  which  we  have  to  pay  we  are  obliged  to  give 
bills  for  loc/.  Now  we  will  alter  our  mode  of 
payment,  and  inftead  of  drawing  bills  on  our- 
felves  at  15  months  date,  we  will  draw  the  bills 
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at  three  months  only ;  this  will  neceflarily  lower 
the  dilcount  on  future  bills ;  and  as  to  tiie  bills 
already  iflued,  let  us  pay  them  as  they  become 
due.  With  refpecl  to  the  bill-holders,  they 
have  no  ground  of  complaint,  if  they  are  paid 
as  the  bills  become  due.  I  am  now  to  point  out 
the  advantage  which  the  public  would  or  may 
have  from  this  mode  of  fettlcment.  The  bills 
are  divided  into  four  clafles,  and  taking  the  me- 
dium throughout,  I  will  fuppofe  that  2  J  millions 
fhall  fall  due  in  fix  months,  and  that  a  peace 
jhould  then  be  fettled,  thefe  2j  millions  might 
be  redeemed,  ftocks  being  at  75,  with  tlie  fund- 
ing of  2i  millions  in  the  5  per  cents,  inflead  of 
funding  nujrc  than  2f  millions.  The  fecond  clafs, 
which  Jiave  nine  months  to  run,  might  be  funded 
on  terms  ftill  more  advantageous  to  the  public, 
tlie  third  and  fourth  on  terms  full  better,  pro- 
vided peace  to  continue,  and  if  it  were  once  made, 
there  is  little  probability  of  its  being  broken 
again  in  15  months.  As  things  are  managed 
the  public  arc  to  pay  bills  not  due,  at  a  time 
when  they  mufl  borrow  money  to  pay  them  on 
the  mod  exorbitant  terms.  Mr.  Pitt  does  not 
care,  he  fays,  for  the  advantages  which  fivoured 
individuals  derive  from  this  tranfaflion,  but  he 
fhould  feel  for  the  fituation  of  the  public;  he  h 
their  fleward,  and  ought  not  to  do  any  thing  for 
their  difadvantage.  Perhaps,  having  been  threa- 
tened with  inquiry,  he  may  think  this  the  bcft 
cieans  of  warding  off  the  danger  by  increafing 
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the  number  of  his  friends,  or  the  old  adage  may 
imprefs  on  bis  mind :  In  for  a  penny,  in  for  a 
pound. 

To  bring  this  down  to  comnion  underftand- 
ing,  I  would  wifh  every  reader  to  confider  him- 
felf  as  bound  to  his  neighbour  in  the  fum  of  400/. 
One  hundred  payable  in  fix  months,   one  ditto 
in  nine  months,  one  ditto  payable  in  1 2  months, 
and  another  payable  in  15  months  ;  and  let  him 
fuppole  his  neighbour  to  come  to  him  with  a  re- 
qucft  that  he  will  pay  him  the  400/.  immediately: 
what  will   my  reader,  or  the  debtor  then   fay  ? 
He  will  anfwer  thus :  Neighbour,  if  I  pay  you 
400/.  now,  I  muft  fell  out  700/.  3  per  cent,  to 
raife  the  money ;   whereas,  if  there  fhould  be  a 
peace  in  fix  months,  and  I  pay  you  as  your  bills 
become  due,  I  may  fatisfy  all  your  demands  with 
the  falc  of  50c/.  flock.     Here  is  a  clear  laving 
to  the  debtor  of  200/.  flock,  upon  feven  ;  and  of 
courfe  this  neighbour  would  gain  fo  much,  if 
the  debtor  be  fool  enough  to  pay.     This  is  pre- 
cifcly  the  cafe  between  the  public  and  the  bill- 
holders  at  this  moment.     But  this  advantage  is 
not  enough  for  the  favoured  bill-holders  ;  they 
have  time  for  conlideration,  as  they  call  it,  which 
confidcration  meaas  a  knowledge  of  peace  or 
war. 


Great,  very  great  fhould  be  the  neceflity  of 

war- 
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rant  fo  hard  a  bargain  for  the  public.     As  far  as 
I  can  colledl  from  the  fpeeches  in  this  debate, 
one  would  be  apt  to  fuppofe  that  the  neceffity 
of  funding  the  navy  bills  of  laft  month  arolc 
from  the  weight  which    our    ncgociations    for 
peace  will  derive  from  the  exoneration  of  the 
minifler  from  this  particular  fpecies  of  debt.  The 
fame  debt  transferred  from  one  book  to  another 
will  not  cramp  his  fingers  fo  much.     Now  I  fay 
that  a  Gafconade  of  this  kind  muft  lofe  all  its 
efFe(5l  with  the  Diredory  of  Paris  when  they  are 
told  by  authority  that  it  is  nothing  more  than 
a  Gafconade.     But  what  crowns  the  bulinefs  is, 
the  time  given  to  the  bill-holders  to  make  their 
ele<51;ion.    If  peace  be  certain,  they  clofe  ;  if  not, 
do  the  beft  you  can  for  yourfelf,  minifter,   we 
have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  and   your  offers. 
What  ambi- dexterity  is  difplayed  in  this  trantac- 
tion  !   But  let  me  alk  the  miniller,  if  he  would 
condelcend    to    anfwer    an    individual,    whe- 
ther thofe  bill-holders,  when  they  have  turned 
their  bills  into  flock,  will  be  able  to  buy  more 
navy  bills,  in  order  to  keep  up  their  circulation, 
and  to  induce  contractors  to  take  them  in  pa}'- 
ment  ?     He  muft  anfwer.  They  will  not  unti^ 
they  have  fold  the  flock.    Why  then,  that  very- 
money,  which  they  receive  for  their  flock,  might 
have  been  laid  out  by  their  cufiomers  upon  navy 
bills.     A";ain,  if  the  minifler  had  been  an  oecono- 
xnical  fteward  for  the  public,  he  might  have  ia- 
formed  the  bank,  and  through  them  the  public, 
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that  he  meant  to  fund  the  navy  bills  in  Oclober. 
What  a  difference  would  that  have  made  in  the 
difcount  of  thefe  bills.  As  our  minifter  has  arranged 
it,  the  tranfadlion  is  as  prudent,  as  it  would  be  in  a 
banker  to  allow  15  per  cent,  dilcount  on  a  biU 
this  day,  and  to  take  the  fame  bill  back  at  par, 
nay  at  a  premium  a  week  hence.  If  thefe  are 
financial  abilities,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
ll>e  dictionary  ftands  in  need  of  correction  in  its 
etymology.  This  flinging  a\\,\j^  money  to  make 
our  neighbours  think  u^  rich,  is  like  the  tradcl- 
man's  fetting  "up  his  coach  a  week  before  he  ia 
gazetted. 

Tliere  is  one  thing  remarkable  in  all  miniitefs ; 
they  are  perpetually  varying  the  mode  of  bufi- 
neis,  arid  in  all  thole  variations,  individuals  grew 
rich  at  the  expence  of  the  pub)'"  It  would  take 
a  folio  volume,  were  I  to  trace  them  through  all 
their  turns  and  meanders,  and  to  Ihew  to  the 
world  the  eftecls  of  their  conduct.  The  bufinefs 
of  finance  is  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  under- 
flandings ;  and  it  is  the  ftudy  of  fome  people  to 
j)erplex  and  confute  it,  inftead  of  illuminating 
and  clearing  it  up. 

I  obferve  in  one  of  the  reports,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
is  beginning  to  talk  about  the  radical  wealth  of 
this  country ;  for  it  is  to  that  which  he  muft  look 
fur  his  ultimate  refourccs. 

"i  Now. 
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Now,  I  apprehend  he  will  not  find,  that  the 
radical  wealth  of  this  nation  is  much  incrcafed  by 
}iis  adminillration.  The  ideal  wealth  is  attonilli- 
ingly  incieated,  and  like  Dunning's  motion,  con- 
cerning the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  it  is  in- 
crcafed, is  increafing,  and  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed.  But  who  is  to  diminiih  it  ?  Not  Mr.  Pitt. 
We  all  know  the  influence  which  habit  lias  on 
the  inhabitants  of  this  globe ;  and  it  is  rcafona- 
ble  to  fuppofe,  that  like  other  fpendth.rifb,  it  will 
not  be  in  his  own  power  to  corrc6t  the  haljit,  un  - 
Icfs  the  nation  affill  him  in  the  arduous  under- 
taking. 

Mr. Fox  fays, we  muft  meet  the  evil  manfully; 
we  muft  look  on  danger  in  the  face  ;  that  is,  we 
muft  fomehow  or  other  get  rid  of  this  debt.  This 
ideal  wealth  of  Mr.  Pitt's  making,  is,  as  Mr. 
Burke  emphatically  fays,  quite  an  incumbrance, 
and  therefore  they  all  wifli  to  be  rid  of  it.  But 
how  are  we  to  get  rid  of  it  without  breach  of 
faith  ?  There  is  but  one  method  which  prefents 
itfelf  to  my  mind;  a  method  perfectly  conftftent 
with  equity,  juftice,  and  reafon ;  but  there  are 
too  many,  and  too  powerful  interefte,  that  would 
oppofe  the  execution  of  Iqch  a  plan  as  I  would 
propofc  and  recommend. 

I  now  return  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burke,  whom  I 
have  for  fome  time  loft  ftght  of;  for  when  I  came 
to  fpcak  of  matters  of  finance,  the  very  mention 
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of  his  name  would  have  been  an  abfurdity  of  the 
lirlt  order.  He  hates  calculation,  whence  I 
conclude  he  does  not  underftand  it.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  it  the  only  thing  that  carries 
convidtion  to  the  human  underftandirvg,  I  may 
like  it  the  better,  becaufe  mathematical  learning 
came  to  me  by  nature,  without  fiudy,  and  with- 
out initru6tion.  It  is  from  tliis  peculiar  turn  of 
my  mind,  and  the  habit  I  have  had  from  my  in- 
fancy of  bringing  every  thing  to  demonfiration 
and  arithmetic,  that  I  have  always  looked  upon 
ihetoricians,  when  they  keep  within  bounds,  as 
the  moft  delufive  of  mankind  ;  and  when  they  go 
>vithout  bounds,  as  the  moft  abfurd  and  ridicu- 
lous of  the  human  fpecies.  In  this  lad  clafs 
Hands  our  author,  and  thence  the  fatisfa<ftion  I 
have  felt  and  communicated  to  others,  in  laugh- 
ing at  his  nonfcnfe. 


'to 


Before  I  bid  adieu  to  Mr.  Burke,  I  muft  ob- 
iervc,  tliat  the  fimilarity  of  his  fpirit  to  that  of 
the  reverend  Billiop  Bonner,  goes  far  towards 
proving  the  duiririne  of  Pythagoras,  concerning 
the  tranfmigration  of  fouls.  Who  knows,  but 
the  prcfcnt  Edmund  Burke  might  have  been  the 
quondam  Billiop  Bonner,  and  that  they  both 
had  their  education  in  the  fchool  of  Mahomet? 
There  is  a  text  in  the  Coran  better  fuited  to  their 
opinions,  than  any  to  be  found  in  the  Pentateuch. 
"■  Kcciilu  f  ffbcelilLih,''  (which  tranflated  literally 
from  the  Arabic,  lignities,  kill  in  God's  way,  or 
z  in 
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in  the  way  of  God)  is  an  excellent  text  for  an 
hdy  plebicide.  Volumes  have  been  written  to 
explain  the  lenfe  of  thofe  four  original  Arabic 
words.  To  be  lure  they  are  words  of  great  lati- 
tude ;  but  the  moft  orthodox  interpretation  that 
ever  fell  into  my  hands,  and  to  which  Mr.  Burke, 
I  dare  fay>  would  readily  allent,  is,  that  you  may 
kill  whom  you  like,  provided  you  take  God's 
name  in  doing  it.  The  name  of  God  will  ren- 
der any  war  both  jufr  and  ncceirary. 

With  refpect  to  the  bcit  method  of  guarding' 
again fi  the  prevalencv  of  Jacobin  principles,  i 
know  of  none  better  than  is  contained  in  this 
lliort  precept — "  Do  not  govera  too  much." 


FINIS. 
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Printed  for  J.  DEBRE7T,  oppqfite  Burlington  Iloufe,  Piccadilly. 


A",, 


N  HISTORICAL  ESSAY  on  the  AMBITION  and  CONQiJESTS  of 
RANGE;  wiih  Keinaikson  the  luench  Revolution. 

'  . Soldier,  1  had  Arms 

Had  Wenlth,  Domuiion.     Doft  thou  wonder,  Roman, 
I  foughi  to  fave  them  ?     Wliat  if  Csfar  aims 
To  lord  it  un'.verlid  o'er  the  World, 
Shall  the  World  tamely  crouch  at  Ca:far's  Footftool  ? 
Tn  one  VoKiiiie  odavo.  Caractacus  ;  Scene  the  lajl. 

The  CORRESPONDEIvCEbetwccnaTRAVEI.LERanda  MINISTER 
of  STATE,  in  O5lober  and  November  179s;  preceded  by  Remarks  vipon 
the  Origin  and  the  final  Objc^ti  of  tlie  prelent  War,  as  well  as  upon  the 
Political  Polition  of  Eurojie  in  Oftjber  1796.  TranHated  from  (lie  Ori- 
ginal, and  accompanied  with  !  Preface  by  N.  W.  WRAXALL,  Efq. 

OB-^t-RVATlONS  on  Mr.  PAtNE's  PAMPHLET  entitled  The  DE- 
CLINE and  FALL  of  'he  ENGLISH  >YSTEM  of  FINANCE,  by 
RALPH.  BROOME,  Efq.  the  fecoiid  Edition,  with  Additions,  &c.  is.  6d. 

"  ^'J  the  renth-rs  of  Mr.  Paine's  lajl  Pampblft,  ive  luould  recommend  the 
feriifal  of  llh'ff  OifirvatioKS  upin  ii.  The)'  are  judicious  and  dijpajponale,  and 
forma  ft -y  proper  reply  to  the  in/idious  remtrks  on  Finance,  laieiy  offered  to  the 
Public  hy  this  Anii-Anglican.  The  Pum.'hht  of  Mr.  Paine  is  rightly  conf.deredby 
Mr.  Brvo-ne  as  an  a  fault  upon  tie  Bank  'of  Ergland,  labouring  hard  to  excite  fuf. 
ticio!:s  rcfpecTiiig  ilsfoluenc^,  it  order  thai,  hy  producing  a  fudden  .-un  on  it,  its  ruin 
niigii  if  hazarded;  hut,  as  Mr.  Brdome  obfern.-es,  '  t^at  an  aiiual rebellion  could 
not  iff.ct,  IS  not  10  be  dvie  by  three Jbeets  of  coarfe  paper.'' 

Monthly  Review,  July  1796. 
FACT?,  and  .ADDITIONAL  F  \C'TS,  addreiled  tothcferions  Attention 
of  the  PEOPLE  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  rcfpeCling  the  EXPENCE  of 
the  WAR,  and  the  STATE  of  the  NATIONAL  DEBT,  by  WILLIAM 
MORCiA.N,  F.  R.  S.     Fourth  Edition,  is.  each. 

LEFIER  to  Mr.  PITT  on  the  prefent  alarming  Crifis  of  Public 
Artairs,  is. 

A  COLLECTION  OF  STATE  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
W.^R  AGAINST  FRANCE  nowcarr\in<r  on  by  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
3nd  the  feveral  other  EU!<OPf;AN  POWERS';  containing  Aui hemic 
Copies  of  tverv  important  Si;;:e  Paper,  many  ot  which  have  never  before 
been  publilhed  in  England.     In  4  vub.  Svo.     Price  il.  17s.  in  boards. 

For  our  account  of  the  firmer  part  of  this  •valuable  Collcclion,  ive  refer  to  our 
Re'vieivs  of  December  1794,  and  Fi-bruaiy  1796.  The  Editor  ajures  the  Public, 
jn  his  Introduciion,  that  he  has  d-a-xn  his  materials  from  the  bejl  fourccs ;  that 
f  he  has  endeavoured  !■>  combine  accuracy  of  detail  "Mtth  cleurnefs  of  arrangement ; 
"  and  that  he  has  attempted  to  execute  his  tranflaiions  ivith  thatfdelitv  -which  is  fa 
*'  peculiarly  necejfary  in  a  luotk  that  afpires  to  the  charaHer  of  official,"  He 
further  okjerves,  "  that  the  frcjuenl  irfertnccs  that  hair  been  made  to  the  prefent 
"  Con/litutioit  of  the  French  Republic,  ha've  induced  him  to  include  it  in  the  prefent 
"  Ciliedion.''  This  lajl  dnicle  luill  doubtlefs  be  thought  by  many  Readers,  to  add 
(onfuhr^hly  to  the  importance  of  the  prefent  I'oliime. — MoN.  Rev.  Sept.  1796. 

VARIETIES  of  LITER.vVURE,  from  FOREIGN  LITERARY 
JOURNALS  and  ORIGINAL  MSS.  now  fiift  publilted.  In  2  large  vols. 
Ijvo.     Price  I  js.  in  hoards. 

' '  Tki;  is,  in  many  ref peels,  a  -very  agreeable  Mi/'ceUany.  The  undertaking  is 
aljo  a  iio-vel  one,  and  ivill  prob.ihly  be  repeated,  as  the  Germtin  language  is  becom- 
ing e-ver;  day  more  and  more  an  objeci  of  attention  in  this  countrx,  and  as  it  is  tuell 
Itnoxvn  that  the  German  jfovrntils  contain  'veiy  inlerejVwg  and  important  matter. — 
This  Colle^ion  is  completely  a  Mifcetlany,  as  the  Compiler  and  Tranflator  appears 
to  ha-vc  bad  in  general  no  objCcl  in  i>ieiu  e.rcepi  that  of  placing  before  his  readers 
an  entertaining  variety.  It  muff,  indeed,  be  a  faflidious  tafie,  'which  may  not  in 
its  progrefs  through  theje  volumes  find  fome  of  the  viands  it  approves." 

British  Critic,  January  179S. 
A  CRITICAL  REVIEW  of  Mr.  BURKE's  ORIGINAL  SECOND 
THOUGHTS  on   a   REGICIDE  PEACE  with   FRANCE,  in  a  POLI- 
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